
COPYRIGHT TERMINATIONS 

SIMPLIFIED FOR 2023: 

Identifying books now ripe for 

termination notices

1.
To terminate PRE-1978 GRANTS of rights in PRE-1978 BOOKS 

(assuming grants were made by authors or their defined "successors")
--Books first registered for copyright or first published in
1964* to 1977
2.
To terminate POST- 1977 GRANTS of publication rights 

(assuming grants were made by authors)

--Books first published in 
1985* to 1998 (if less than 5 years between execution of grant and publication date)
--Books that are the subject of grants executed in 
1980 to 1993 (if more than 5 years between execution of grant and publication date)
3.
To terminate POST-1977 GRANTS of non-publication rights 
(assuming grants were made by authors)

--Books that are the subject of grants executed in 
1985* to 1998
*Termination windows are determined by reference to the day and month of an original copyright or execution of a grant, as applicable. For example, notice of termination of a pre-1978 grant of a book first published 9/1/1964 must be served by 9/1/2023.

_____________________________________________________

COPYRIGHT TERMINATIONS
Dates to Remember in 2023
	Copyright Act SECTION
	Termination Window
	Notices of Termination Can Be Sent in 2023 for works…

	§ 304 (c)

· Pre-'78 grants 

· Pre-'78 works


	end of 56th – 

end of 61st years of copyright protection
	… COPYRIGHTED IN:

1964 (w/o delay)#                (1964 + 61 = 2025) 

to 1977*                                         (1977 + 56 = 2033)
(2033 – 10 = 2023)  

*1977 is FINAL YEAR

#"w/o delay" refers to the fact that termination windows are determined by reference to day and month. For example, notice of termination of a pre-1978 grant of a book with a date of copyright of 9/1/1964 must be served by 9/1/2023.


	§ 203 

· Re: Grant of rights other than right of publication
· Post-'77 grants

· Both pre-'78 & post-'77 works 
	end of 35th – 

end of 40th years after execution of grant to be terminated
	…W/ GRANT TO BE TERMINATED FROM:

1985 (w/o delay)                (1985 + 40 = 2025)        
to 1998                                             (1998 + 35 = 2033)

                                                            
                                                            (2033 – 10 = 2023)
                                                                       
                                                                       

	§ 203 

· Re: Grant of rights covering right of publication

· Post-'77 grants

· Both pre-'78 & post-'77 works 


	(a) end of 40th – end of 45th years after execution of grant to be terminated 


	…W/ GRANT TO BE TERMINATED FROM:

1980                                                    (1980 + 45 = 2025)
to 1993                                             (1993 + 40 = 2033)

                                                            (2033 – 10 = 2023)

[use if > 5 years between execution of grant & publication date]

	
	OR IF EARLIER:
	…PUBLISHED IN: 

1985 (w/o delay)               (1985 + 40 = 2025)
to 1998                                             (1998 + 35 = 2033)

                                                             
                                                             (2033 – 10 = 2023)

[use if < 5 years between execution of grant & publication date]

	
	(b) end of 35th – end of 40th years after publication
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